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Farm Vigano is located on Bushmans Way, South Morang, within the corridor of 
the Plenty Gorge Parklands, about 20 kilometres north of central Melbourne. The 
site is approximately 6.5 hectares and sits on a peninsula in a bend of the Plenty 
River. Currently the site’s key features are a popular Italian restaurant, a Plenty Valley 
Community Health facility and an orchard extending down to the river.

FARM VIGANOPLANNED PROJECTS

HISTORY
Farm Vigano was originally part of the historic 
Hawkstowe property, one of the earliest European 
settlements in the Plenty Valley. The farm was 
purchased by the Vigano family in the mid-1930s, and 
was used as an escape from their busy restaurant 
business in central Melbourne. Mario’s restaurant was 
a focal point for culture and the arts in the city and is 
credited with introducing Italian cuisine to Melbourne.  
The Vigano family employed numerous local workers 
to tend the farm and garden, many of who were Italian 
immigrants.  

After the death of Mario Vigano in 1966, Farm Vigano 
was sold and eventually acquired by Parks Victoria 
in 2000. Plans to demolish the buildings, including 
the farm house, were vigorously opposed by the 
local Italian community who treasured the property’s 
heritage. The Friends of Farm Vigano formed to oppose 
demolition and advocate for conservation of the 
property. The title was surrendered to the Crown in 
December 2001 and in 2005 Working Heritage (at that 
time the Mint Inc) assumed management of the site.

WORKING HERITAGE
Working Heritage is a Committee of Management appointed by the Victorian 
Government to manage heritage places on Crown Land. Since its inception in 1998, 
Working Heritage (formerly Mint Inc) has taken on the management of 15 heritage  
places, undertaking conservation and building works to give the properties a new 
lease of life and a sustainable future.  

New entry precinct
The entry to Farm Vigano should draw people in and establish a strong relationship 
with the site’s history and environmental surrounds. This will be achieved by 
establishing a new pedestrian path from the site entrance leading down to the house 
and orchards near the river’s edge. This entry precinct will incorporate new planting 
vegetation and signage to complement the character of the site. The entry precinct 
will seek to enhance views to the park land, including Hawkstowe Park to the north. 

Clearer pedestrian paths
Creating new pedestrian paths will connect activities and points of interest across 
the site. These paths will allow people to move more easily around the site. 

Riverside viewing deck
Establishing a sensitively designed viewing deck overlooking the Plenty River, at 
the tip of the peninsula, which will connect the site with its riverine environment, 
providing a memorable destination for visitors. 
Upgrades to signage and wayfinding
New signage will ensure visitors are provided with adequate information to access 
the site and understand its significance. The design and location of the signage will 
complement the site’s historic and environmental context. 
Wetland upgrade
The wetland area will be opened up and improved by removing fencing and introducing 
new planting. A seating area and new pedestrian paths will invite visitors into the site. 

new planting and pedestrian paths

viewing platform and path at water’s edge

new signage

NOTE: images above are examples of landscape architecture and 
design initiatives which provide ideas for future projects on site. 

Farm Vigano

Carome

CONTACT
Telephone: (03) 9600 1667

Email: info@workingheritage.com.au

THE PLAN
The Masterplan & Management Plan sets out to improve and develop Farm Vigano 
to ensure it is a valued and well utilised place for the local community, residents of 
the City of Whittlesea and visitors from further afield. The plan aims to conserve 
and promote Farm Vigano’s cultural heritage and connections to Melbourne’s Italian 
community. It will guide future decisions about the site. Working Heritage will work 
with Friends of Farm Vigano, the City of Whittlesea, Parks Victoria and our tenants to 
implement the plan.

Carome is also managed by Working Heritage
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Redevelopment of car park 

Remove mound to open up 
site to the south

Adjusted car park access

New pedestrian entry precinct

New activity focal point

 Wetland planting along 
drainage lines 

Proposed decking / 
viewing platform

Site boundary Revegetation of riverside 

Open up wetland New planting
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